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Forbes,1 will accept of my thanks for their frequent good offices,2, in professing their readiness to partake any danger that should befall me in so just an undertaking, as tfie endeavour to banish fraud and cozenage from the presence and conversation of gentlemen.
But what I find is the least excusable part of all this work is, that I have, in some places in it, touched upon matters which concern both the Church and State. All I shall say for this is, that the points I alluded to are such as concerned every Christian and freeholder in England; and I could not be cold enough to conceal my opinion on subjects which related to either of those characters. But politics apart, I must confess, it has been a most exquisite pleasure to me to frame characters of domestic life, and put those parts of it which are least observed into an agreeable view; to inquire into the seeds of vanity and affectation, to lay before my readers the emptiness of ambition : in a word, to trace human life through all its mazes and recesses, and show much shorter methods than men ordinarily practise, to be happy, agreeable, and great.
But to inquire into men's faults and weaknesses has something in it so unwelcome, that I have often seen people in pain to act before me, whose modesty only make them think themselves liable to censure. This, and a thousand other nameless things, have made it an
Britain. On the 2. 5th of August 1717, he was appointed by George I. to the command of a regiment of foot, now called the joth Regiment.
1  George, Lord Forbes, admiral and diplomatist, was born in 1685, and succeeded his father as third Earl of Granard in 1734.    He died in 1765 (see No. 61, note).    In 1710 Lord Forbes was a captain in the navy, and a brigadier in the 4th troop of Horse Guards.    He was wounded at the battle of Villaviciosa on the loth of December.
2  The story of the defence against angry sharpers afforded to Steele by Lord Forbes and his friends, has been told in a note to No. 115.
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